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Cheryl Marriott
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Badgers have a fascinating life history. Whils
they live in distinct territorial groups, mating
with members of neighbouring groupsis a
common occurrence.




Focus on badgers

An understanding of badger social groups and their
territorial nature is essential when trying to tackle some of
the human-badger conflicts; particularly the management
of bovine TB in badger populations. In Britain badgers

live in groups usually containing between two and eight
adults. These groups occupy distinct territories, and whilst
both males and females will mate with individuals from
neighbouring groups (to prevent inbreeding), dispersal from
one group to another is relatively rare.

One of the reasons we are planning to vaccinate badgers
on our nature reserves as a means to control bovine TB in
badgers is because it doesn’t disrupt badger social groups
in the same way that lethal control does. If badgers are
removed from a territory, the space is less well defended
and becomes available to neighbouring groups. Movement
of badgers and contact between individuals from different
social groups increases, as does transmission of bovine TB
between the remaining badgers. All the evidence suggests
that badger vaccination against bovine TB could be a viable
option. This is not yet reflected in the Government’s TB
Eradication Strategy unfortunately, although it is being
reviewed, with the results announced in September. At

the time of writing we are still hopeful that the Zoological

Badger vaccination
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Society of London’s proposals for badger vaccination
research in West Cornwall will go ahead; this will provide
the evidence we need to determine what effect vaccination
of badgers has on TB incidence in the badger population.

Badger vaccination won't fix the problem

of bovine TB on its own, but it could take
badgers out of the equation.

If vaccination starts to be used instead of culling we could all
then enjoy having badgers in our countryside, without them
being under a cloud. There is no doubt that badgers are an
adaptable species and have recovered from past persecution,
but might we now be pushing them too far?

Going back to badger biology, and why they have the
distinctive striped face: the theory is that they are not fast
enough to run away from their enemies, but neither are

they big enough to be left well alone, like bears for example.
What badgers do have, though, is an impressively strong
bite. Researchers believe that animals with a ‘secret weapon’
of some kind often have distinctive markings to advertise the
fact. | will never look at the Cornwall Wildlife Trust logo in
quite the same way!
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No one should be writing
off vaccination as a method for
controlling TB in badgers; we do not
yet know to what extent it could
reduce TB incidence in cattle

TOM MARSHALL
ANDY ROBERTSON

An oral badger vaccine against
TB is in development and will make
the whole process much simpler

o about the science of badger vaccination here:
www.tbhub.co.uk/wildlife/badger-vaccination
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