
Cornwall’s 
Living Churchyards Project

The Living Churchyards Project was established in 1993. The project aims 
to work with church groups and local people to encourage wildlife friendly 
management of Cornwall’s churchyards.  The Cornwall Wildlife Trust and 
the Living Churchyards Volunteer Coordinator can provide help with:

Carrying out churchyard wildlife surveys
Preparation of churchyard wildlife management plans/maps
securing grant funding for churchyard wildlife projects
Carrying out churchyard risk assessments and memorial safety testing
Involving the local community
Networking with other living churchyards groups in Cornwall
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...working with local people to 
create havens for wildlife that 
bring joy to visitors and our 
community …

Cornwall’s Living Churchyards Project 
is a joint initiative between the Cornwall 
Wildlife Trust and the Diocese of Truro.

Help is available from the Cornwall 
Living Churchyards Project …..

The Cornwall Living Churchyards Project is grateful to the Lottery’s 
Awards for All, the D’Oyly Carte Charitable Trust and the Helen and 
Geoffrey de Freitas Charitable Trust for providing funding support.
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Living Churchyards Project
Cornwall Wildlife Trust
Five Acres, Allet
Truro, 
TR4 9DJ
www.cornwallwildlifetrust.org.uk

Coordinator: R Moor
tel: 01872 272929
email: rmoor@penmoor.co.uk

Where to find help:



Some ideas for creating space for wildlife in churchyards ….
Cornwall’s churchyards can provide a refuge for wildlife as well as a pleasant, reflective place for congregation and visitors.  Churchyards can also provide 
‘stepping stones’ or corridors, enabling wildlife to thrive and adapt in response to both local and global challenges such as climate change.

Compost heap for biodegradable 
matter such as grass cuttings

Short grass alongside
regularly used paths gives 
a cared for appearance

Long grass with wild 
flowers provides cover 
and food for insects and 
small mammals.Cornish hedge with 

fruiting hedge plants 
provides shelter, food 
and nest sites for birds 
and small mammals.

Bin for non-
biodegradable 
matter

Possible marshy area 
for frogs, toads and 
dragonflies

Lichens on old headstones

Information boards and 
labels for interesting 
features keep visitors 
informed of the 
management of the 
churchyard

A simple bench seat 
in a sunny corner

Recording churchyard wildlife 
helps inform the wildlife 
management of the area

Log pile for fungi, 
beetles and small 
mammals


